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environments or customs which retard the progress of
mankind ; or again the work may be along political lines
with the life of a nation as the object of service, or it may
be along^ the lines of healing. Any useful work may be
chosen according to capacity ; commerce, industry, supply-
ing men's necessities, all come within service.

Q. But every one is engaged in one or other of these
activities. Where, then, lies the difference ?

Ans. The difference lies in the motive with which the
work is undertaken True, men are writers and authors,
politicians, social reformers and doctors ; they take part in
industry and commerce; but moved by what motive ?
Ordinary men are moved by motives of personal success,
not of service, nor of lifting a little of the heavy karma of
the world, of raising the world a little higher though at
the same time earning their livelihood therein. Of course
working for the fruit of action is necessary at a lower
stage, but the ideal of service, helping the weak, teaching
the ignorant, uplifting the oppressed, that unselfish service
which gives everything and asks for nothing in return, not
a choice, but an overpowering impulse, is the first step to
the Path.

Q, What, then, is the second step or qualification for
approach to the Path ?

Ans. Being possessed by an idea, so that no argument,
no personal advantage, can turn him away from it, marks
the second step. The fixed idea may be that of a maniac,
but that is a false idea. If the idea be a true one, turning
to the service of man, such an idea-possessed man, like an
enthusiast, a hero, a martyr, is near to the entrance of the
Path. When a man believes a thing to be true, it is
easier for him to die a martyr like Giordano Bruno than to
deny that truth. A man is judged more by his motive for

55